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Celebrated Immigration Play Visits Minneapolis 
DC-area Company Takes Puppet Play “Saudade” On A Six-Show Tour 

Washington, DC (June 6, 2017) – Wit’s End Puppets brings its shadow puppetry play Saudade to 
Minneapolis this summer with a six-show benefit tour. Based out of Washington, DC, Wit’s End 
Puppets is being presented from June 29 to July 2 at six theaters, churches, and social service 
organizations across Minneapolis. The tour raises money for organizations serving immigrants 
and refugees in the Twin Cities. 

Saudade (sau-DAH-deh) uses light and shadow to explore immigrant experiences in the United 
States. The 45-minute Saudade portrays three stories of fictional immigrant families to 
Washington, DC. Nearly wordless, and accompanied by a meticulously-designed ambient noise 
soundtrack, the piece depicts moments when its characters feel “saudade” – a Portuguese word 
referring to melancholy and nostalgia for places left behind. 

The play’s three fictitious families grew out a series of more than 50 interviews that Cecilia 
Cackley, Artistic Director of Wit’s End Puppets, conducted with immigrants to the DC area. “In 
developing this work,” says Cackley, “I wanted to emphasize the diversity of the immigrant 
experience – young families, schoolchildren, and office workers from across the globe. At a time 
when immigration seems pervasive in headlines, it’s important to remember that personal stories 
like these quietly unfold each day across the U.S.” 

The intricate cut-paper puppets for Saudade were designed by Baltimore-based artist Katherine 
Fahey. The play is performed on a “crankie,” or 25-pound paper scroll to which scenery 
silhouettes are affixed. The crankie gets its name from the cranking motion used to advance the 
scroll from one scene to the next.  

In Saudade, two puppeteers perform more than 60 individual puppets, which are all precisely 
laid out on a table before the show. “It’s as tightly choreographed behind the scenes as it is on the 
screen,” Cackley says. Each performance will be followed by a post-show discussion and an 
opportunity to explore their behind-the-scenes setup.  

Since its premiere in 2015, Saudade has been presented by the American Immigration Council, 
President Lincoln’s Cottage, the Smithsonian Folklife Festival, and the Winnipeg International 
Storytelling Festival. Wit’s End Puppets has also performed the piece for religious congregations, 
social justice groups, and adult English language classes.  



A portion of the proceeds from these by-donation performances will support area organizations 
serving immigrants and refugees. The production received its initial funding through a grant 
from The Puffin Foundation. 

Wit’s End Puppets is an innovative and experimental puppet theater in the national capital 
region. The company produces original work for adventurous audiences, collaborates with local 
partners to bring quality puppetry into contemporary performance, and educates both children 
and adults about the craft of puppetry.  
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Performance Details 
“Saudade” by Wit’s End Puppets 
Performed by Cecilia Cackley, Genna Beth Davidson, Amy Kellett 
Written by Cecilia Cackley 
Puppet designs by Katherine Fahey | Sound design by Patrick Calhoun 

Dates: June 29-July 2, 2017 (see below for a full list) 
Locations: Six organizations in Minneapolis (see below for a full list) 
Tickets: Available at the door for each show.  No reserved seating. 
Ages: Recommended for audiences age 10+ 
Suggested donation: $10 – No one turned away for lack of funds.  

Thursday, June 29 at 6:30pm 
SpringHouse Ministry Center 
610 W 28th St, Minneapolis, MN 55408 

Friday, June 30 at 7:00pm 
St. Paul's Lutheran Church 
2742 S 15th Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55407 

Saturday July 1 at 3:00pm 
St. Frances Cabrini Catholic Church 
1500 E. Franklin Ave, Minneapolis, MN 55414 

Wit’s End Puppets | 3305 8th Street NE, #308 | Washington, DC 20017 
www.WitsEndPuppets.com

http://www.springhousemn.org/
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Saturday July 1 at 8:00pm 
The Southern Theater 
1420 S. Washington Ave., Minneapolis, MN 55454 

Sunday July 2 at 4:00pm 
Solomon's Porch 
100 W. 46th St., Minneapolis, MN 55419 

Sunday July 2 at 8:00pm 
Open Eye Figure Theater 
506 E. 24th St., Minneapolis, MN 55404
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